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learned Sermon, Preached 
im Lent laſh, | 
1580, 


TO 


'H E* place of ſcripture 
( moſte honourable and 
welbeloued in our Saw- 
our Chriſt)which I have 
| —1 cholen to entreate of, is 
written in the 24. Chapter of the ſe- ' 
| cond booke of Samuel in theſe, words, - 


| 


g/L the wrath of the Lorde was yet - 
more kmadled againſt Iſrael, and he moned 
Damd againſt them, in that he ſaide, ooe 

. number Iſrael and Inda,cyc. © 


The whole Scripture of God (as the 
| holy Apoſtles. Iames teacheth) is c6- 
pared to a glaſle,wherein al eſtats and 
degrees may ſee,what to imbrace and 
what to eſchew:andit is comonly faid 
of al hiſtories, that they are y looking 
Ads}  'glaſles 
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Allatlarge,which would re | 
| longertime then is gratited to this ex- 
 erciſe : but onely to ſhewe| cuerie one 
| ofthem ſo farre foorth as it is ſer forth 
within y compaſlle of this'text which 
| Thave read ynto you. Concerning the 


_ ofthe Lordeis here ment;t 
| God prouoked to puniſh finnes, asin 
| anhiidreth places of ſcripture beſides, 
By the wrath of the Lorde therefore, 
| wee mult not vnderſtand any paſſion, 


or 


X «A gody Sermon 


glaſſes of mans life . Therefore this 


text beeing both a ſtory and parcel of 
holy Scripture,muſt needes be a moſt 


cleare glafle, in whichare repreſented 
vnto vs diuers things worthie to bee 
ſeene & looked vpor, Among which I 
haue thought good to ſhe vnto you 
three eſpeciall and moſt notable ima- 
' ges, The firſt , is the iuſtice and righ- 
teouſnes of God, the eeong iis the ma- - 
lice of Sathan, the thirde isthe frailtie ' 
of man :not meaning to deſcribe them 


j 


uire much 


- Ss 


firſte therefore, which is the tice of | 
| God,itis deſcribedin theſe wordes. 
| eAndthe wrath of the Lord was yet more 


kendled againft Iſrael gr c. By the wrath 


oy 


he iuſticeof 


| 


Preaghed in Lent 1580. LIES 
or diſordered affetion, ſuch as is the 
wrath of man, of which the Apoſtle 
faith, that it worketh not y righteouſ- 
nes of God, but is often /prouoked 
with {mall cauſes, or with no worthie | 
cauſes at all,and yet boileth immode- 
" rately inthe hart of man, whereby he 
 isvnmeaſurablic deſirous of reuenge- 
ment : but the juſtice of God, which is 

figuratiuely;called his wrath, is never 
' ftirred vp to reviengement, but vppon © IN 
great and waightic cauſes,neither ra- x 
geth with blinde furie, but keepeth a 
moſt perfe&t moderation in all. things. 
And there are two reaſons which may 
be yeelded of this figuratiue ſpeache, 
wherefore Gods righteouſnes is called 
his wrath , the firſtisro ſtrike through 
our heartes with terrour of his 1uſtice, 
for the name of wrath is more terrible 
then the name' of juſtice, and- our na- 
ture 1s more famulierly acquainted with 
the one the withthe other, y-wrath of 
ami if he be of power to hurt,is great- 
ly feared . The wrath of a Prince ſaith 
Salomon inthe 16,chapter of the pro- 
' tUerbsis the-meſſenger of death: howe 
7442; A.iy. much. 
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much more y wrath of 5 Lord ofhoſts 


| in copariſon of whoſe power & gl ori c 


al earthly princes are but duſt & aſhes, 
The ſecond reaſs why y iuſtice of god 
1s called the wrath of God, is that we 
may learne andwvnderſtand;thatas the 
wrath of mi wherwith we are acquain- 
ted is not pacified bur by-two meanes, 
either by reconciliatis'or reuengemer, 
ſoit is with the iuſtice of God. 'Vhere- 
fore when ſoeuer wee hane prouoked 
y wrath of God againſt vs by-our ſins 


and wickednes: ( which we doe daily 
_ and hourely) we muſteither fecke to 


be recociled to him by true repentice, 


| | orelſe looke for ſharpe-punithment: 
| wemuſteither humbly ſubmit our fel 


nes, acknowledge our offences & hit- 
bly deſire pardon,or els we/muſt affure 


 ourſelnes y the wrath of the Lord bes 


ing once kindled againſt vs,there isno 


| - way to eſcape vengeance. We ſee now 


whereforethe iuſtice of God is called 
the wrath of God:Now muſtwe looke 


for what cauſe the wrath of God was 


kindled againſt Iſrael:& how the Iſra- 


elites had prouoked the iuſtice of god 
_topuniſh them, The cauſe in deede is 


. not 


. anoutward forme of Godlines by ex- 


Preached in Lent 15 80% ” 224. 
not ſet downe in expreſle wordes, but 
itis eaſie to gather by the effeR: for it 
is manifeſt, y when the juſtice of God 
is kindled againſt Iſrael , it is for none 
other cauſe but for their finnes, & it is 
needles to inquire what particuler fins 
werethe cauſe: for it was nor.one or 
- two,butall kind of finnes,& eſpecially 
their ynthankefulnes:for the. Lord had 
_ given themDauid amoſt excellent go- 
uctnour, who both had eſtabliſhed the 
puritie & fnceritic of Gods true reli- 
_ gion,and alſo had kept them in peace 
_ &triquilliry,for many yeres together. 
Butasit vſually cometh to paſlethro- 
ugh the corrupt nature of man, which 
is made inſolet with proſperitie,y peo- 
plenot conſidering thoſe gret benefits 
_of God, were not onely vathankful to 
him for ſo happy a gouernmet,but fol 
lowed cuery one the luſtes of his owne 
' hart,not fearingto triſgreſle. y coman- 
dements of the Lord: but yet retaining 


ternal exerciſe of religion,the vertue & 

power whereof they denied in life & 

'  CGuerſation, and ſo prouoked y wrath 
110 f A.nj, "i 00_- 
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{| ofthe Lord ofhoaſtes to be kindled a- 4- 
; guan'e the:but we muſt conſider wher- 
re y ſcripture ſaith The wrath of the 
lord proceded or was yet more kendled,you 
muſt vnderſtid as we read in|y 21. cha, 
of this booke,y the wrath ofthe Lorde 
was kindled before this time againſt F 
people,ſo y he plagued the with three 
ycares famin for the crueltiq that Saul, 
to tograrifiethem,committed againſt the 
Gibeotites wh6 he had ſlain,8 ſought 
to root out c6traric to-a couenant: whis 
che their auncetors had mag C, & con- 
firmed with a ſolkemne oath, in y days 
of Toſua, Theſe three yeeres|of hunger 


O 
were now paſt, & this was|the fourth 


 yeere in which God after he had auens 

| gedthebloud ofthe Gibeonites vpon 
Þ the poſterite of Saul, had reſtored ple- 
ticand aboundance of al thipgs for the 
maintenanceof mans life, with exter- 
nall peace & roſperitie:for which be- 

nefits & Neff, mgs of God beſtowed Vs 
po the, they were boind to haue ſerued 
' Godin holines and righteouſnes be- 
fore himall y dayes 's their life :like 

as by the former plague they "at 

ad- 


preacheam Lent i580, i 2 5- 
admoniſhed to forſake their | ſinnes ,; 
' which werethe cauſe thereof,and tru- 
ly to turne to him. But they cleane c6- 
trariwiſe abuſing his mercy,tooke oc- 
caſion to proucke his 1uſtice, euen as 
' thefroward nature of man is: ſo long 
as they are plagued, and the hande of 
the Lord is heauic on them, they hum- = 
ble them ſelues befvet him, or at leaſt | 
pretend ſo to doe:but whenthe plague 
 tsſeaced;and they find them ſelues re- 
lieued,they returne againe to their for- 
 merwickednefle.Sowas it with the If 
 raclites, they had bene puniſhed with 
- famine, but they were not thereby re- 
 formed,and therefore the wrath of the 
 Lordis (till kindled againſt them . By 
which example we ought to beadmo- 
niſhed, that we decemue not our ſelues 
afterthe maner of the-world, to thinke 
that thewrath of the Lord ſhal be tur- 
ned from vs before we turnefrom our 
— finnes: whereforelet vs not flatter our | 
{elues as the reprobate doe,when they 
 hauceſcaped / a particular puniſh. 
_ ment, this daunger is ouercome, this 
brunt is paſt, this ſtorme is blowen o- 2 
IST A.V. uer, be 
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00 A godly Sermon | 
uer &c. For fo long as We continue in | 
our ſinnes, and ſecke not rg be recon« 
ciled vnto the Lorde, the wrath of the 
Lorde will be ſtill kindled againſt vs, 
yea more and more prouoked to pu- 
- Niſh vs + and if one plague be ceaſed, 
an other ſhall beginne: when famine is 
 Rayed,the peſtilence ſhall rage : andif 
that will not reforme vs, ſome other 
plague ſhall be ſent ypon-vs. The Lord 
-can want no whippes, ſo long as his 
wrathis bent to ſcourge vs, therefore 
let vs notobſtinately ſer qur ſelues a- 
 oain(t him, to trye whether he will be 
ſoner weariced in riking,or we in bea- 
ring his ftripes : but let vs humbly and 
' at once caſt downe ourſelues,acknow- 
 Jedve our ſinnes,be ſorie for them, and 
forſake them : and then the way tore- 
conciliation ſhall be: opened by our 
. Lorde and Saujour Jeſus Chriſte, in 
 whome :the Lorde: ſhall be pleaſed 
with-vs,, and his wrath pacified to- 
wards vs. We haue further to note the 
reaſon of the metaphor;when the holy 
' Ghoſt faith : The wrath af the Lord was 
| kindled, which kinde of ſpeach 3s very 


often 


rn 
ww 


 preachedin Lent 1540, wt 


often vſedin the Scripture,to compare 
 thewrath of God to fire, whoſe force 
- when it hath taken'firen 


eth, can not 


eafily be ſtayed, and whole propertie 


 istoconſume all thines that miniſtreth 


matter vnto it : and for that cauſe the 


Lord him ſelfe in reſpect of his iuſtice, 


s called a conſuming fire. Tothe end 
therefore that we ſhould ftand infeare 
of Gods wſtice : and that we ſhould 
be as carefull not to prouoke his wrath 
againſt vs , as we are carefullnot to 
miniſter matter ''vnto fire, ' which 


| will be readic to conſume ourſehues, 


and all that euer we haue : our GOD 
15 ſaide to/be a conſuming fire:and/the 
wrath of the Lord is Gde to be kind- 


ledagainſt ys.: Therefore as thereis no 


_dallying with firezwhenavy lightſub- 
_ ſance'1s neare which is readie totake 
flame: ſothereis nodiſſembling before - 


God, the fire of whoſe wrath and iu- 
ſtice is kindled with our ſfinnes & wics 


| kednes: for as y Lord haterh &abhor- 
reth all ſinnes and yngodlines,ſo his iu- | 
ſticeis kindled like fire againſt y ſame, 

. to purge and cleanſe the world of all. 


Vile 
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I'2 of godly Sermon | | 
vnrightcouſneſle.Let not finners there 
forethinke to ſtande in his preſence; 


which is aconſuming fire, before who 
they ſhall melt cuen as waxe, and va- 


niſh away as ſ1 moake, be | Ir c whome | 
_ theyſhall beas ſtubble and chaffe, that 
is ſet on fire, and cannot be.quenched, 
And let vs which truſt inhis mercy, 
not be high minded , but ſtande in 
awe of his wſtice, and prouoke not his 
wrathto bekindled againſt ys through 
our manifold finnes and wickednefle, 
whoſe wrath if it be butalittle kindled 
as the prophet ſaith, no man isableto 
ſtandinthe preſence of hi$huſtice, bur 
1t will appeare howe happie they are 


which put their truſt in his mercy. And 
|| ifthewrath of God being| bur a little 
[| | kindledhath ſonotable effect: whatis 

| to belooked for, when it is wholy in- 
famed in furie againſt vs, for groſle & 
manifeſt contempt of his glorious ma- 
icftie ? For as contempt in men 1s the 
Chiefeſt cauſe in provoking them to 
anger, and the greateſt contempt pro- 
voketh the greateſt anger : ſp it is with 
'the Lorde, whoſc juſtice is deſpiſed in 


all 


{ feare of his juſtice, hauc ſolde them 
| ſelueslike Achab, to commitall man- 
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| all finne,and diſobedience of his lawe s 

but chiefly in that prophane and pro= 
| feſſed contempt, which we ſeeto beare 
the ſway among great numbers of the 
| wicked, which openly and without all 


 neroffinne with greedineſſe, Thus we > 

ſee what the ſpirite of God meaneth, 

' when he faith : The wrath of God was 

yet more kindled againit Iſrael. 

- Nowe wehauetoconfider howeit : 

ſtandeth with the iuſtice & righteous 
' neſſe of God,thar Iſrael hauing prouo- 

 kedthe wrath of God,the heart of Da- 

_ vidis moued to number the people : 

| thatthe wrath of the Lord being kind- 
led again(t Iſrael, he ſtirred opioid 

againſtthem. Forit ſeemeth contrarie 

' to reaſon, that the people hauing de» 
 ſerued puniſhment, the Lorde ſhould 

_deale with the Prince for them . Bur 

for ſo much as the Prince isas it were, 

_ anhelme or ſterne, by which the Lord - 

- gouerneth the whole comminaltie of 
people which the Lord hath commit- 
ted to their charge, it ſtandeth _ 

| Bf; | wit 


— 


'O© 
wy” * \of " Servisrl 
with his infticeand wiſedome ting to 
 moue and ſtirre vp the Prince againſt 


| them,whea ſo ceuer their tranſcrelſions 


ſhall prouoke his richteouſneſſe to 
chaſten them. And euen ſo ſaith Salo- 
mon,Prouer. 21. As the ftreames of wa- 
ter:,or as it is nowe tranflated,as a veſ 
ſell inthe ſtreams of waters,ſo ts the kings 
hart #n the hand of the Lord, & whether- 
ſoeuer he will he inclmeth and moueth it, 


exther tothe hauen of proÞerare, if the 


people ſerne him, or to the ſhoare of danger 
and aduerſitie if they prouoke his wrat bY 
nip them. Fheretore as the ſtirring 
1Thippe by the maſter direetrh the 
ſhippe whither he thinketh good : e- 
ten ſothe Lord moucth the heartes of 
all Princes, which are as the ſterne of 


| | theſhippe bf the common wealth in 


his hand;that they arenot carried atall 
ahatalne whither the ſtream of wa- 
ters will driue them , but whither ſoe- 
uer it pleaſeth him : ethet! tothe great 
and fingular benefite of that people 


' which feareth the Lord,or for the cor- 


reftion and pu niſhment ofthem whi- 
ch tranſ: grefle his lawes and contemne 


his 
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| his juſtice. Ye heare nowe howe well it 
| avreceth,not onely with the iuſtice,but 
- alſowiththe wiſedome of God, that 
. he ſhould moue the heart of the king 
.. according to the diſpoſition of the 
{ people. Beſides this, we mult alſo vn- 
| derſtand, that as Princes are publique 
perſons in reſpect of their gouernemet 
_ of whole nations committed to their 
_ charge, ſo allo before the Lord, they 
_ arepriuate perſons, to be called to ac» -]| 
- count, not only for ſuch things as they 
|  dointheirpublique gouernement,but 
' _ alſofor ſuch offences as they commit 

privatly, as the ſonnes of Adam : A- 
| mong which there is none found fo 
| righteons,butthat in many things they 
| tranſgreſſethe lawe of God:and there- 
| fore the juſtice of God is not to be ac- 

_ Cuſed of any vnrighteouſneſle, when 

. thepeople haue prouoked his wrath, 

and Dauid can not iuſtifie him ſclfe 

| beforehim,ifhe tirre vp Dauids heart 

_ againſte the people for their pu- 

 nuſhment , and take occaſion of the 
| peoples {innes to puniſh Pauid him 


For 


16 _ AgodySernon 


For although here is no tranſereſſion 
of Dauid expreſled, wherby he mighr 
ſeeme to haue brought this puniſh- 
ment vpon him, yet Dauid him ſelfe 


will confeſle, that there was alwayes 
 ſuffictent cauſe in him, why the Lorde 
might chaſtiſe him : for ſo he acknow. 

ledgeth in the 5 1. Palme, that not on- 
| Iy for that grofſeand notorious finne 
| of adultericand murther, he had deſer- 

 ued Gods vengeance, but generally he 


Q 


at the 


' accuſeth his whole life of finne, and 
 tranſgrefſion of Gods lawes, th 

wrath of Godin his pumiſhmets, what 
 {o euer jt ſhould pleaſe him to lay on 
 him,might of al the world be acknow- 


&S 


ledged to be iuſt and righteous . For 


thus he cryeth, Agamſt thee , again#t 
thee (O Lorde) I hae ſinned : thatis, I 
| have done nothing but ſinned, & done 
that which is euill in thy ſight, that 


thou mighteſt be iuſtified in thy ſay- 


ings, and haute the ypper hande when 
thou artzudged. And leaſt we ſhould 


thinke that he ſpeaketh of ſome ſhort 
time ofhis life,in which the.diuell had 
ſo greatly preuayled with him, he de- 

11 3 | He clareth 


Libek preachedin Lent 1590. tÞ 
 Carethin the next verſe, that it was e= 


\ | uvenfrom his natinitie, yea fro his con 
ception, that this corruption hath re> 


mayned in him, which 1s contrarie to 
| therighteouſnefle of God. Beho/d(taith 
| he) [was berne mm ſmneandin miquitie aid 
my mother conceine me, whereas thou lo- 
 nefttrueth mm the mward partes. T his c6- 


| fefſhonof Dauid therefore, is ſufhcient 


| to clearethe Lorde from all vnrighte- 
_ ouſneſle, and to ſhewe manifeſtly, that 


| | Dauid is not puniſhed for the peoples 


| finnesasan innocent, which hath de- 
| ſerued nothing in his owne perſon,nor 
' 1s beaten altogether for the faultes of 
_ other me, which could not ſtand with - 
| Godsrighteouſneſle , cxcept in that 
_ caſe, where our ſauiour Chriſt willing= 
| ly offered him ſelfe to be punithed for 
| our tranſgreſſions. But here the Ifrae-= 
| lites prouoking the wrath of the Lord, 
| deſerued y a good gouernour ſhould 
| decline out of yright courſe for their 
_ puniſhment. And Dauid him ſelte can 


e 


Il | notdeny,but y when ſo cuer the Lord 
_ | ſhalchaſtice himhe ſhal not doit with 


| out his deſerts, Soy euery way it ſtan- 
BETS a deth 
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deth with Gods righteoulas, that If. 
rael hauing cauſed his wrath to bekind 

led againſt him,he ſhould ſirre vp Da» 
uid whome he had giuen to them, be- 
ing a moſt excellent Prince for their 


benefit, nowe to give occaſion of their 
puniſhment . But againſt this doc- + 


trine of the juſtice and righteouſnes of 
od,two kind of aduerſaries do riſe vp, 
he firſt are the Pelagians,and Papiſts 
ſo farre as they agree with the Pelagi» 
ans, The ſecondare the Atheiſtes : the 
former ſort reaſon after this manner, If 
yoully y God moved Dauid to num» 
ber y people, which was finne, do you 
not thereby make God yauthor of ſin} 
God forbid : let God onely be righte- 
ous,and all men ſinners. For he only is 


| holy , he only is purefr6 al corruptis, 


and there is no vnrighteouſnes in him, 
But howe can you auoyde that incon+ 


| uenience (ſay they) that followeth of 
 thisaſſertion:God moued Dauidto do 
_ that wherwith he was di 


was diſpleaſed,ther- 
fore he was the cauſe of the ſinne in 
Dauid. It is cafily- auoyded . For the 


fameſtoric is ſex downe in 1, Chro.21. 
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Chap.whereit is ſaid, that Satan or the 
aduerſarie {toode vp againlt Ifrael,and 
moued the hart of Dawid to number yg (| 
people : by conference of which place - 
of Scripture with this my text, we may 
ſee howGod moued Dauid to number 
the people, and yet moueth him to no 
finne. For whereas it is here ſ{aide,that 
the Lorde was angrie with Iſrael, and 
moued Dauid againſt them (for we can 

| notaptly vnderſtand any other,but ei- 
.. therthe Lord,or the wrath ofthe Lord 

' Which moned him)and in the Chroni- 
cles it 1s ſaide, that Sathan moued him, 
itis manifeſt, that God and the diuell 
concurre in one ation, God as a moſt 
righteous judge, and Sathan as a moſt 
malicious enimie. By which weſe that 
there proceedeth nothing from GOD 
but ſlice, and that the [Jpip which is 
euill commeth from the diuell : fo that 
the Lord God,although he be the firſt 
mouerinall ouractions (for in him we 
live,and moue,and haue our being)yet 
| he is not authour or cauſe of any euill 
_ In vs. Neuertheleſle, hee vieth Sa- EK 
_ thantopuniſh, w who although hee | + 

Mp | | B.ij. oy | 
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bea malitious enimie , yetis he a minji« 


ſer of y righteous judgement of God, 


although againſt his will ; and euen 


\ then when e oppoſeth him ſelfe a« 


gainſt God. For Sathan is not ſuffered 


to reigne and rage at his pleaſure a. 


gainſt the ele of GO D, for then he 


would in one moment olerthrow the 
whole Church of Chriſte, but keptin 
chaines of darkneſle,ſo that he cannot 
ſtirre, but where and when it pleaſeth 
God in iuſtice to vic his miniſterie and 
' ſeruice. Therefore when the wrath of 
the Lorde was kindled againſt Iſrael, 
Sathan alſo ſtandeth vp againſt Iſrael 
as a miniſter of Gods wrath; by neceſli- 
tie of Gods ordinance, hoteh a cruell 
aduerſarie by his owne will and mali- 
cious affection . So that neither by 
| colour of this texte , nor of any 0+ 
other in the whole Scripture, the Lord 
| | can bechargedas the cauſe of the ſame 

' euill which he puniſheth either in the 


 eleR&,orin the apart what {o &- 


uer proceedeth rom him.as it procee= 
deth from him iS gcod, and foa good 
| end, who vſeth well cuen Sathan the 
lf 1 1 | [| afluets 


, 
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aduerſarie of all goodnefle , and his 
| members the reprobate : and ſo ors 
dereth, brideleth, and gouerneth their 
finnes and wickednes, that euen their 
| euillhe turneth to good,& out of their 
' wickednefle as it were, light out of 
darkenefle bringeth his glorie. So he 
| hardened the heart of Pharao, yet was | , 
he not the caule of Pharaos finne, but 
| thecauſe was in Pharao him ſelfe,who 
_ ofhis owne corruption did ſet him ſelf 
. againſt God:and of Sathan,who ruleth 
| Inthereprobate, and ſtirreth him vp 
; _ torebellion, and obſtinate reſiſting of 
Gods commandements. Thus was the 
| heart of Pharao hardened by God, as. 
| byarighteous iudge:by Sathan,as by a 
malicious enimie againlt God & man- 
kind : by Pharao him ſelfe, as by a man 
| who being cleane voyde of Gods ſpi- 
 riteby corruption ofhis owne nature, 
| inclined to nothing but to contempt 
| anddiſobedience of God,and y whole 
matter ſo orderedin all pointes by the 
| divine prouidence;that the glory of his 
| luſtice mighr be ſetfoorth in Pharaos 
| | deliruRtion, cuen as Y Lord faith vnto 
F199 Bay. ||| bam 
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him exen for this cauſe have T ſtirred thes 
wp, that 1 might ſhewe foorth my power in 
thee, & that my name might be renouned 

| nal the world. Therefore the ſame God . 

| | Which makethan hypocrite to reigne 
forthe ſinnes of y people,and giuetha 
king in his furie whom he taketh away 
againein his indignation (as y prophet 
faith) cuen the ſame God, by the ſame 
authoriie,wifdome,& wſtice, moueth 
Dauid a good king againſt Iſrael, y he 
might puniſh them without all conta- 

gion or infection of y finneand euil by 

which he was moued to number y peo- 
ple, which cauſed god to puniſh them, 
ſo y although god giueth the firſt mo. 
uing, powerzand ſtrength,in al maner 
of actions, which we muſt confe le to 
be good, as proceding from him, or- 
 dreth & difpoſeth al euil, which is a per 
 yerting of y good which cometh from 
God , & proceedeth from Satan & the 
corruprtis of mans nature, ſo y he con- 
uertcth y ſame alwayes in y end to his 
glory, &rhe benefite of his elet,as we 
{ce in y perſecution of y wicked, 8 the 
infirmuries of the godly:yet is he by no 
| E---1 | | [|] MmMEeancs 
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| Mmeanesto be charged as the author & 
| cauſe of finne & euill.If this wil not ſa- 
- tiſfie you, but y you will further vrge 
| me with that queſtis of the Maniches, 
| hence "28K euil,ſcing nothing bur 
good cometh from God,& yet you af- 
i mh God is the cauſe of all things.L 
| wilanſwerasT haue learned out oft the 
 ancictwriters, who wer troubled with 
y ſet of y Maniches,which affirmed, y 
there were two beginnings , Whenat 
| pleaſed yalmightie to ſhew foorth his 


. infinit power, wiſdom,& goodnesiny 


_ creation of things viſible and inuiſible, 


' bodily & ſpiritually,it pleaſed him for 
. _ yilluſtratio & letting forth of y glorie 
of his goodnes,to ordeine ( for ſo they 
| have taught meto ſpeake) y cuil ſhuld 
i rogaa out of y frewill of his reaſona- 
| blecreatures. And this his ordinance is 
good. For although euil be naught,and 
| curſed be he y ſaith cuill is good, yet y 
there ſhuld be euill(which 1s Gods Or= 
_ dinance)itis excellet good. If this ſeem 
ſtrange to any man, I wil make it plain 
by two manifeſt reaſons:the firſt is,the 
excellencie of goodnes cannot ſo well 
B.iiy, ap-- 
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| riſon of the contrarie, which is euill. 


appeare & be nears as by y compa. 
Therefore it is perfe& good, that euill 


ſhould be for the manifeſtation of that : 
| Which is good, we ſee that in all y crea. 


tures anl: Workes of the world, GOD 


| hath ordained that his gloric ſhould 


ſhine incontraries. As tothe intent Y 
the beutie and glory of light ſhould be 

ſcene and knowne to be fach aSitis, ke 
hath ordained darkeneſle.For ifhe had 
created light to be perpetual without 
any change of darknes, how had it ben 
pollible for men althou gh living inthe 


lieht, ro haue knowne the excellencie 


| of light,& ſo ſhould God have ben de- 


frauded of y glory of ſo beutifull, Pro» 


| fitable,and cofortable a creature. Ther- 

_ fore euenas by darknes we learne how 
to eſtecme light , and by bitter that 
whichis ſweere, and cuery other thing 


by his contrarie : euenſo by the defor- 


mitie of euill weare taught, howe great 
3s the excellent comlines of that which 
is g00d, therfore the ordinance of god, 


| that there ſhould be euill, is perfeRt 


poey. Althtugh tl this reaſon be plaine 
inough, 


| jnough, yet the ſecondreaſonis more 
| manifeſt, even to y meaneſt capacities. 
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For y the glorie of gods mercie might 


- appeare inthe ſaluation of his electe, 


and his iuſtice in the condemnation 


_ ofthe reprobate,it was neceſ[arie that 


there ſhoulde be euil and ſo neceſlary 


_ thatotherwiſe there ſhould haue bene 
_nomatter for the mercieandiuſtice of 


God to worke yppon: For if there 


| ſhoulde have beeneno {inne nor euill, 


wherein ſhoulde the mercie of GO D 


in pardoning and forguing of ſinnes 


O 


haue bene ſeene ? if there ſhould haue 


beene no tranſgreſſion, howe ſhoulde 


"the glorie of Gods juſtice have ſhi- 


ned in puniſhment ?Ye ſee therefore 


that God by no means may be comp- 


tedthe author ofcuill, which he hath 
not created, made or wrought, but or- 


- deined that it ſhoulde proceede from 


the freewil of his reaſonable creatures 


 fortheilluſtration of his glorie . Let 
- VStherefore tremble at his righteous 


iudgementes who doth all thinges ac- 


Oo 


_ cording to the good pleaſure of hys 
will : and hath made the wicked man 
f -. Wk for 


2 23. 
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for the daye of his wrath(as Salomon 
[| teſtifieth) andyet by no meanes is the 
| 4  _ cauſe ofhis wickednes, Iffany man bee 
- | || not ſatiſhed withthisanſwere, he may 
|| enterfurtherinto y vameaſurable dea- 
the of Gods iudgement, into which 
he may rath-r finde an entraunce, the 
a way out,except it bee to his eucrla- 
| Ning deſtruRtion for his horrible pre- 
ſumption. You haue heard nowe the 
|  _ juſticegf God defended againſte the 
+ || Pelagjans and Papiſtes, it followeth 
: 1781 18 that ſpeake ſome thing|tothe confu- 
| | tation ofthe ſecond enemies thereof 


.@ 


\ {' whicharethe Atheiſtes, who becauſe 
+ ||  _ they will not bee troubled with ſuch 
VIBE thornie & doubtful queſtions, as theſe 
are,imagine that they haue foundean 
 ealie way vnto wiſedome,and a ſolutis 
_ forall controuerhies of religion when 
they ſayin their harts there 15 no God. 
Againſt whoſe impietie &|madnes, the 
' time wil not ſerue me to ſpek ſo much 
_ astheir wickednes deſcrueth,& yetif 
© time wold permit neuer ſo large a dif 
courſe, I could ſay in cffe&tno more a- 
 gainſtthe,then y prophet Dauid "oy 
HE x te 


| moſt full of all wiſedome and know- 


|| thattheyareaſhamed to profeſle and 
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teth in the 14. Palme. Amar Hanabal. 
The greateſt and moſt doltiſh foole of 
all fooles hath ſaid in heart,there is no 
God: But what -meaneth the prophet 
fo to befoole them, when of all other 
men they are, Or woulde ſeeme to bee. 


_ thefinelſt witted;the belt learned, and 


ledge: euen becauſe of all other they 
| aremoſt voide of all true wiſedome, 
whichalthogh they fanſie to thEſclues 
' that they only haue found, yet is there 
| notoneamong an hundreth that dare 
acknowledge 1t, A goodly wiſedome 


| ſtandindefece of it,for although they 
| nouriſh that monſter in their hearts & 
arebold ſometimes to ſhew foorth the 
ſame,where they thinke themſelues to 
| bethebeſt learned: yet is ther not one 
of them that dare encounter with a 
Chriſtian Philoſopher, to mainetaine 
| by reaſon that which they holde a- 
gainſte all reaſon, they obicRe per- 
happes, you will oppreſle them with 
the authoritie of Gods worde and 
_ the holye Scriptures, where vnto 

Lp } they 


| 
i 
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they gmeno credit,nay we wil lay the 
Bible aſide , and diſpute with them 
out of the great booke,cuen out ofthe 
beutifull theater of the world in whoſe 
creation and preſeruation if they can 
notreade written in great capitall let. | 


ters,the almightie power,wiſedome & 


popdocy.and the iuſtice and mercie of 
G 


od in the gouernement thereof, they 


 arethe moſt blind, blockiſhe and yn- 


\ 


| ſenſible of all other creatures. And yet 
_ they fancie in their frenſie that they 
haue foynde out the greateſt and the 
deepeſt point of wiſedome,when they . 
are fallen into the greateſt abſurditie 

| orfolliethat can be . For what can bee 


- more contrary to reaſon the to affirme 


an effe& without a cauſe or to followe 
- their dreames , an eternall effe& with- 
| outan eternall cauſe 2 Therefore the 
| holy Ghoſt moſt apthe exprobrateth 


© vnto them extreme follie, becauſe by 


. : | . | | . | 
| their monſtruous poſition of denyinge 
 God,they take away the fountaine of 
all knowledge and wiſedome, that is, 
the cauſe of all thinges, But as the afle 
yeeldeth|to no other reaſon , but toa 
rn RE |  clubbe 


| | ning, wiſedome and reaſon, in which 


/ ence which the prophet in the Plalme 


- There hane they feared, where there 15 210 
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| cubbe,ſo they are more worthie to be Wu. 

knocked down: witha betle, then to 

'| beconfuted with anie reaſon , which 

no lefſe then the authoritie of Gods 

word written in the ſcriptures,and the 

\ | lawof nature written in the [hearts of 

all nations, is moſt contrarie and re- 

| pugnant to their moſt folith and dam- 

- nable perſuaſion. The Lord deliver vs 

| from the deuices,pradtiſes, and doings 

| | of the Atheiſtes:as for their witt, lear- 

they pleaſe them ſelues aboue other 

| men, we are nothing afraide of,if they 

|  durſt take vppon them the defence of 
| their diveliſh perſuaſion, and let them 

| afſure them ſelues.that the juſtice of 

| God which nowe they contemne,they 

| ſhall hereafter feale,and howe ſoeuer 

| they woulde flye from it, it ſhall hnde 

| themar thelength, wherofareſtimo=- 

| niealſo remaineth £1] in their conſct- 


 forgetteth not to note where he faith, 
| Cauſe tofeare: For of all other theſe = 


- Þrophane Atheiſtes that cat fo bus . 
Fn 6 
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he & luſt ty deſpiſe God and his righ« 
teouſnes in any appearice of daunger, 
yea where no daungeratall is,arc moſt 
fearefull cowardes and trembling da- 
ſkards, and no meruaile:for what g good 
courage can there be,where there! 15 no 
hope :o in this life, nor comforte of 
* helpe, butin men which are nor able 
| "tohelpe themſelues.But Iam toblame 
to vie to much ſpeach againſt the, who 
either heare it not,or though thei herd 
it, wold make no accompt of it Gying 
that it is not vnprofitable for the god- 
ly and religious to haue the madneſſ 
of theſe men made manifeſt, that they 
maye the more deteſte them , and 
better beware of them. Thus have you 
| heard the iuſtice of God delivered firs 
| the maliceof the greteſt enemies ther- 
of. God graunt that as manie of them 
| asberecouerable, maye in time ſcea- 
| gainſt whome they haue beene bold to 
| oppoſe them ſelues, and vnderſtan- 
_ dinghowelittleit is poſſible for them 
to preuaile, they may no more kick a+ 
gainſt the pricke, nor triue againſte 
the Uroune butin all ab 
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| ſubmiſſion acknowledging their hay- 


_ nous rebellion, they may defire rather 
| tobeerelecued by his mercie,then by 
contending anye longer to trie the r1= 
oor of his juſtice . One other thinge 
moreto bee noted in this example of 
Gods iuſtice, which the ſcripture teſti- 
fieth : that the Lorde in his wrath re. 
membreth his mercie towardes his c- 
| 1eR, and that appeareth in this hiſtory. 
| For when the people had prouoked 
the wrath of the Lorde to bee kindled 
_ againſte them, and that hee;in wſtice 
was to procure a puniſhmet and cor- 
reion for theiramendement: yet hee 
foordered the whole matter by his 
merciful & deuine prouidence,that in 
the end it turned to y ſinguler benefit | 
of his Church, ſo that euen therod by 
whiche he ſcourgeth the, was a demo- 
ſration ofhis mercie towardes them. j 
Forasit appeareth in the 22, Chap.of 
the booke of Chronicles, by occaſion 
ofthe plague which God ſentfor the 
' puniſhment of the peoples ſins, David 
| foundout y place which y Lorde had 
appointed tor y building of his _ 
Han 7 of | | ar 


| O | 
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Marucilous therfore is the prouidence 
of the Lorde , which (asthe wiſe man 
faith) extendeth it ſelfe from ende to 
ende mightelie,and dil] oſeth al things 
ſweetlic, and wonderfull is the louing 
kindnes and mercie of God towardes 
his elete, which cuen then when his 
weath is kindled againſt ther forget- 
teth not like a moſte louing father in 
chaſtening of their faults to ſebke their 
amendement,and to change the verie 
correQtion and puniſhment it ſelfe in. 
» toa ſinguler benefite and bleſſing. For 
whata fineuler benefite was it to all 
the Church of Iſrael, when the Lorde 


| had appointed his reſting place in Sis 


on, and the building of | his Temple 
in Hierufale,which place the Lord re. 
uciled by occaſion of this puniſhment 
and Dauid percciucd that theLorde 
had hearde his prayer, when he ſacri- 
ficedin the threſhing floure of Aranna 
the Iebuſire ſo that the angell was cos 


 Mmaunded to put yphis ſword, and the 


peſtilence was ſtayed from raging any 
longer among the people. Wherefore 
welee that althou al the Fg of Boo 
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 Inhis puniſhment bee terrible for the 
time,yet in theende he turneth all to 


the benefite of the faithfull, By which 


welearne not to be faint harted ordiſ- 
couraged , whenthe Lordes wrath is 
| kindled ag 

to beare hisanger, whe we haue {linned 
againſt him, and with the eyes of faith 
to beholde his mercie, which he ne- 
uer forgetteth towardes his choſen,no 
not when hee dealeth moſte ſharply 
with them, For not onely his rodd & 
Raffe ( as the Prophete ſaith ) ſhall co= 


forte ys., as they arc the tokens of his 


fatherly chaſtiſement for our reforma- 


tion, but alſo the verie meanes whiche 
he prouideth for our punithment hee 


conmerteth oftentime to our benefite: 
thus doth faith ouercome the terrour 


of Gods iuſtice, when it aflureth vs, 
 thatitis ſo far off, that the ſame ſhould 
take any place againſte vs for our de- 
| ſrution,in as much as itis ſatiſfied by 

_ thedeath of Teſus Chriſt ; that contra- 
_ "riewiſe his puniſhmentes are merci- 


ful, and his chaſtiſemets are beneficial | 


. ito: vs, Qnely ler vs take hecede that 


eainſt vs: but with patience 


” IF 4g 


alt 
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ment ,toenter into finding of faulte | 


: ] 
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we deſpiſe nothis long ſuffering in hig 
fauourable corretis,leaſt with y wic- 
ked we procure his warth to be vpon 


i 


. vs vntoy end. An other leſlon, wehaue 


to learne in this exiple of gods luſtice, 
as profitable in all ages, ſo'moſt nece. 
faric in our time. The wrath of y Lord 
was here kindled againſt Iſrael, for 
whoſe puniſhment Dauid is moued to 
number the people whence now pro- 
ceedeth y cauſe of this puniſhmer?not 
fro y gouernmEt of Dauid, bur'frs the 
ſins of the people, Forwhile the people 
leaſe God, & ſerue him according to 
his word, he bleſſed Dauid for their be. 
nefit in all his conſultations & affaires: 
but when y people prouoke the wrath 
of God againſt the,then is Dauid made 
an inſtrument for their puniſhment.It 
is not vnlike but the people- in Davids 
time among other their fins by which 


\ they pronoked Gods puniſhmet, were 


alſo infeted in this vice, y they tooke 
ypon them, as it is vſuall with people 
that are ynthankful for the great trauel 
Which princes beſtow in theirgouern- 


with 
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with y ſtate of regiment, & to remoue 
the cauſe of their puniſhments tro the 
| ſelues,vnto him which had lefle deſer- 
ued it.Neuertheles the holy gholl teſti. 
fieth plainly y the cauſe of this plague 
was not the ill demeanor of Dauid,bu t 
the ſinnes of Iſrael. Let Iſracl cherfore 
walke in the ways of the Lord & ſerue 
him with an vpright hart,& there ſhall 
beno error in y gouernmet of Dauid, 
but he [hal hauc a proſperous raigne 0- 
ver them. A.le{lon verie needfull for y 
people of our dayes, who were rener 
{o curious to enquire of princes cauſes 
| and matters of the ſtate , of which for 
want of knowledg theyare meet to be 
no ludges although they had authori- 
tie,asthey bein this time. But firs you 
forget your place, God hath made you 
ſubiects and not goucrnours,to be ga 
uerned, and notto rule,enter not ther- 
fore,neither intermed!e you with prin- 
ces matters, but enter into your ſelues 
& looke y your {inns & wickednes do 
not cauſe an error to be in the gouern= 
| ment,for it there be any at any time, it 
 proceedeth fro you, your {inns are the 
| Gd. 4 cauſe 
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cauſe as it appeareth plainly in this ex- 
aple.The ſinnes of [{rael prouoked the 
Lord to wrath, and then Dauids heart 
is moued to number the people. From 
whence proceede ill hymors which 
trouble the head and cauſe itto ake, 
out of the head2 no, they aſcende out 
of the bodie into the Naw fy and ſo cau- 
ſeth the heade to ake , and then the a- 
king of the head is y diſequicnes of all 
the body,and yet the cauſe isnot in the 
heade, but in theil humors which pro- 


*  ceedefrom the bodie. Take heed ther. 


fore that ye miniſter noill humors out 
of the body into the heade, andthe 
head ſhall be well inough, able to go- 
uerne the bodie.Looke therefore toy 
purging of the bodie from finne and 
wickedneſſe, that no diſtemperature 
thereby doe riſe into the heade,, and 
doubt you not, but the Lorde God as 
he hath alwaies hitherto, ſo he will fr6 


| hence foorth dire&the heade to your 


ſingulerbenefite, quietnes, and com- 
moditie :And in this behalfe wee haue 
carneſtly to pray'to the Lorde forthe 


dering 


Preached in Lent 1590 7” 


 dering howe greatly wee haue prouo-. 


ked his wrath,and giuen him iult cauſe 


to withdrawe his bountiful graces fro 


her which hitherto it hath pleaſed him 
moſte plenteouſly to beftowe vppon 
| herhighnes to our finguler benefites 
| andcomfort, and likewiſe we haue to 
praiſe and magnifie the Lorde, for his 
infinite mercie , declarcd in his longe 
ſuffering and patience toward vs,who 
not withſtading we haue ſo often, and 
 ſomuch prouoked him to indignatio 
through our manifolde tranſgrefſions, 
' contempt of his worde and vnthanke- 
| fulnes:yet hath he ſo bleſled her eſtate 
and gouernement,and that for ſo long 
time ouer vs, that ſearching all monu- 
| mentes of ſtories from the beginning, 
the like examples of proſperous and 
peaccable regement ſhall neuer bee 
_ founde,I ſay the like happic and quiet 
gouernement inall godlineſle and ho- 
; neſty for ſo many yeres together,is not 

| tobee ſhewed in this ITland out of any 
recordes of antiquitie. Turne ouer the 
booke hardly and ſpare not,and bring 
' mefoorth no ſmall examples, but on- 
C.1j. ly 
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lie fach 25 our molte \ overaigne Ladie. 


may vouchſafe to excel if euer the like 
proſperous & godly eſtat can be ſhew- 


| edoffſolong continuance.] Let ys ther. 
_ foreyceld glorie vnto his maieſtie,frs 


whoſe onely goodnes this, as all other 


| goodsgifts haue proceeded, & thank- 


Full obedience vnto her highnes whs 
he hath vſed as a meane and inſtrumet 
to procure all this happines ynto ys. 
And as wee haue thus longe enioyed 
this bleſled gouernmet,{o that we may: 
cnioye it twile as many yeares or more 
ifitbe his will, lerVs become humble 
ſutors to our heauen]y father, that hee 
will blefle her maieſtic with longe life 
to the gloric of his name, and the be- 
nefite! of his Church , but eſpecially 
conſidering wee haue prouoked the 
Lordes wrath to bee kindled againſte 
vs, lct vs make haſt to bee reconcled 
vnto himby vnfayned and heartie re- 
pentaunce and amendement of life,for 
when the Lorde ſhall [ſee vs turned | 
truely vnto him,hee will turne from 

the fearcenefle of his wrath,and tur- 
ning awayefrom vs all ſuch plagues 
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- | andpuniſhmentesas wee moſte righ-. 
tcouſly haue cdeſcrued , hee will turne 
vnto vs the cheerefull light of hys_ 


countenance in leſus Chrilt, in whom 
and for whome hee is well pleaſed 
with vs. And thus muche touch- 
ing the righteouſneſle of God, which 
is the firſt part. 

The ſeconde poynte wee haue to 


| conſider is the malice of Sathan, whi- 


| cheisnoted to ys in the 21, Chapter 
_ of the firſt booke of Chronicles where 
it is aide, that Sathan ſtoode vppe a 


gainſte Iſrael, and moued the hearte 


, of Dauid to numberthe people. Al- 

thoughe the malice of ate bee ma- 
nifold, and almoſt infinite : yet I will 
 noteit in two re: onelic,out of 


this texte . Firſte in the perſon with 
 whomehedealeth,and ſecondly in the 


ſinne wherevnto hee prouoketh him. 
Concerning thefirſ{t, it is faid that Sa- 
than ſtoode vp againſte Iſrael and mo- 


| _ uedthe hearte of Dauid . For when 


Gods wrath , was kindled agaynſte 
Irael,Sathan was Gods miniſter to 
execute his iuſte wmdgemente , not of 

C.iit, dh ob. 
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: obedience to God, but of maliceto 


Ifracl. Therfore howe doth he execute 
it? he goeth ſtreight to Dauid, For Sa- 
than findinge himleife looſed of that 
chaine by which he is reſtrayned from 
aſſaulting the people of God, whome 
bedefenderh with his grace, and boy- 


lingin malice againſte | the Church of 
GOD, whoſe proſperitic hee enui- 


eth, and ſeeketh her deſtruction , ime- 


diately he ſetterh vppan the chiete g0- 


uetnour thereof, All his malice wy a- 


_ gainſt the Church of God, and therfore 


tis ſaid, Sathan ſtoode vp againſte If- 
rael:but he knowing wher to do moſt 
miſchiete, beginneth to ſhew his ma- 


lice againlt Dauid, he ſceketh to infe& 


| theheade that he might! eſtroye the 


I 


whole body.He knowerh that a godly 
and vertuous prince is the principal in- 
ſtrament that God vſeth amongſt men 
to procure y wealth ofhis Church and 
choſen people: and therefore ofhatred 
againſt y church,&rankor againſt gods 
people he ſecketh by al meanes to cor- 


ruptagood prince, & to cauſe a godly 


O 


you 
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ſee therefore how great cauſe we haue 
with earneſt and daily praiers, to com- 
mend vnto the gratious prote&ion of 
our God, the preſeruation of our god- 


ly Prince and Souereigne, Bicauſe we 


| ſeethe malice of Satan to beſo great, 
whenſoeuer he is let looſe to ſtand vp 
acain(t Iſrael, he will begin his aflault, 


| Where he knoweth he may doe moſt 


hurt to the Church of GOD. And 


' therefore not without cauſe the Apo» 


 filefovehemetly exhorteth,tharpray- 
ers, fu pplications , interceſſions, and 


thankeſgiuings be wade, ſpecially for 


Kings, and all that be in authoritie, bi- 


cauſe Sathans malice which he beareth 


againſt Gods Church, he ſeeketh ſpe- 
cially to execute by them whoſe po- 
wer is treateſt,and whoſe example ca- 
rieth th 
as the Lorde in wiſedome and iuſtice 
vieth to puniſh the people by. their 
Princes, euen ſo Sathan of hatred and 
malice, ſeeketh the ouerthroywe of the 
Church by the ſame perſons. The ſe- 
cond point, wherein the malice of Sa- 
than is to be conſidered, is the vice or 
Cy, finne 


e multitude after them. For eue 
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finne wherevnto he moued the heart 
of Dauid.The text ſaith,he moned Da- 
ud tonumber the people.For a prince 
toniber & muſter his people, of it ſelf 
it15no ſin, buta thing indifferet of his 
owne hature,which at © ſometime] 15 not 
only lawfullto do, but alſo neceſlarie: 
and therefore it is no hard matter to 
gather whar ſinne Dauid committed 
in numbring the people, namely his 
heart by Sathan contrarie to his for. 
mer Eith and humble truſt in Gods 
promiſes, was lifted vp with prideand 
preſumption . For hauing no lawfull 
cauſe either Eccleſiaſtical to leuie a 
ſubſidic for the maintenance of Gods 
religion; as CMeſes preſcribeth in the 
" 2O\ of Exodus, or elle ciujll,as was of- 
tentimes Jawfully practiſed in time of 
warre : he alledgeth only his vaine cu- 
riofitie (that he might know the num- 
ber of them): thus did Sathan beginne 
to plant the roote of pride and inſo- 
lenciein the hhartof Dauid, which as it 
isaviceinal men moſt odjous,ſo to be 
ina Prince is moſt daungerous, and 
that for ma iny Cay {es All which Sathan 


aid 


did well forelee, when he|maketh his 
aflault vnto Dauid with the finne of 
preſumption firſt of all, for that of all 
other vices Princes are moſt eafil 
drawne to pride and inſolencie, both 
bicauſe the nature of all men is moſt 
prone andapt to fall into pride in pro- 
ſperitic, and for that Princes and ugh 
eſtates,being aduaunced to ſuch great= 
neſſe aboueall other menghaue to mas» 
ny occaſions to be puft yp with pre- 
ſumption, if they be not mightily and 
marucloufly defended by'the {ingular 
race of God, Sothat a Prince thatis 
Pumble and lowly in heatt, is one of 


|  thegreatelt miracles of the world: and 


2 __ = . 
in deede {o great a wonder, that it can 


not be brought to paſle,|but by him 
which onely worketh great marvelles. 
Thus Sathan beeing molt malicious 
and moſte ſubtill in his] malice , to 
bring his purpoſe to effec moreſpee- 
dily, vſeth ſuch a meane, by whiche 
hce may worke moſt eafily . Ney- 
ther hath hee regarde onely to the ca- 
fineflc of his enterpriſe, |but that the 
fame alfo is moſt apt Gaga” 
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the Churche and people of G O D. 
for by pride and inſolencie, moſt of all 
other vices, a Prince is made ynaptto 
exerciſe his office and duetie. The of. 
ficeofa King ſtandeth intwo pointes, 
The firſtis,in maintenance of true reli. 
gion : the ſecond is poutooterths 
/common wealth, and publique peace 
' \ of his ſubieRes : but neither of theſe 
can he exerciſe to the glorie of God, & 
| benefite of men, if his heart be ouer- 
come with preſumption :for touching 


the firſt, if pride poſleſle the heart ofa 
King, he will cithernegle&treligional. 
together, or elſe thinke| that he ma 
doe and decree inreligion what he liſt, 
ITfhenegle& the cauſe of religion, he 
will haue no regard to ſet out Gods 
glorie, he paſſeth not whether y worde 
of God bepreached or not preached, 
whether he facramentes be miniſtred 
or not Miniſtred, diſcipline exerciſed 
or not, or whether all thinges be well 
done or yll done: finally he careth not 
whether religion cooth backward or 
forward . Burt if he will intermeddle 
_ withreligion with a preſumptuous & 
oY] | inſolent 


| . preachedinLemt 1x80, op 
inſolent minde, he wil imagine, that all 
 things-in religion are ſubicto his wil 
 andpleafure.Vzx44 otherwiſe not the 


| worlt Prince , was ſolifted vp with 
| pride, that he ylurped the Prieſtes of-. 


| fice, and would needes offer incenſe : 
 buthe was plagued for his preſumpti- 
| on,and ſtricken of the Lorde witha le« 
 profie.sAchas commaunded Urias the 
Ligh Prieſt to remoue the altar of the 
| Lordoutofhisplace, and toſetvpan 
| otheraltar ofan other faſhion, accor- 


| dingto the patterne which he ſent him 


from Damaſco. Jeroboam-thinketh it 
| Iawfull for himto chaungethe decree 
of GOD concerning worſhipping at 
Hieruſalem , and ſetteth vp annewe 
forme of worſhippe in Dan and Be- 
thel, Saxl thinketh long to tarie for 
Samuel, and offereth ſacrifice without 
him, Theſe examples and many other 
doe ſhewe how dangerous tothe ſtate 
_ of religion, 1s the finne of pride and 


preſumption in the heart of a Prince. 


| No maruell therefore,if Sathan which 
| maliceth moſtthe good proceedings in 


_ religion, thathe might ynderminethe 
OY | tower 


-3J . 
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tower of the church tothe vtter overs 
throw of y {ame,prepareth his way by, 
puffing bp y Kings heart with pride & 
mſolencie, knowing that he whichis 
 proude andinſolent towards men, can 
not be humble & obedient voto God, 
The tecond part of the office of a king 
1s,to prouide for the common wealth, 
the peace and proſperitic of his ſub- 
iectes, which can notbe without great 
trauell and labour of minde and body, 
Burt if the Prince be ouercome with 
pride, he will neuerabaſe him ſclfe to 
take ſuch great paines as he oughtto 
doe, forthe benefite of other men in (o 
difficult & dangerous a matter. There- 
fore Moſes in the 17. of Deuteronom, 
where. he deſcribeth what manner a 
King is tobe choſen by the Ltraclites, 
and what is the office ofa King when 
he is elected,ioyneth both thet: partes 
together, and for the performance of 
the later;eſpecially admoniſheth them 
to beware of preſumption, when'the 
King(faith he) ſhal fit vpon the throne 
_ ofhis kingdomezhe ſhal write out by a 
copierecciued of the Priefics, a A” | 
PT | 0 


i 
£ 
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 prenchedinLem 1580, 
of the law of the Lord,and that ſhal be 
with him to read therinal the dayes of 
| hislife,y he may proſper, and learne to 
feare the Lord his God,& to keepeal y 
words of yy lawe to do the:thus hauing 
veſcribedthe booke of Y lawe to be y 
diretioof his gouernmet,as wel inre- 
ligi6 as in affaires of ycomon welth,to 
which burds y the king might ſubmit 
his ſhoulders,andnot thinke ſcorne to 
beare it, he addeth imediatly,y his hart 
be not lift vp aboue his brethren, what 
| meaneth //oſes by this, y a king ſhould 
|  notſheww himſelfetobea king. When 
| byGods ordinance heis aduaunced & 
lifted vp aboue all other men ? no veri- 
ly he meaneth notſo : but that the king 
is lifted vp aboue his brethren, to be a 
father vnto them, and to haue a father- 
ly care, which hee can not haue, ithis 
| heart be lifted vp aboue them to con- 
 temnethem, whereas he oughtnot on- 
ly to reteine his loue to them which he 
had before he was a king, as vnto his 
brethre,but alſo to put on a greater af- 
fetion of loue when he is a king,as of a' 
father towards his children. W __ 
| m7 tne 
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ſuch Princes as hauenot 1 


the meaning of Loſer is,that the Kiney 
heart ſhould not be lifted * vP aboue 
his brethren,to c6temneth*m;to tread 


them vnder feete, to exerciſe tyrannie 


ouer them,but to be humble and lowly 
minded of loue,willingl: ,&cheartully 
to take ſuch trauels, and to overcome 
ſach difficulties, as is neceſſatic for all 
them which hall gouerne well,and to 
theprofite of others. We ſce that natu- 
calle parentes, which have the greateſt 


authority ouer their children bf whom 


my are to be honoured, notwithſtan- 
their dignitie, doe willinglyand 
ts indureany trauell, which they 


 thinke may be profitable and benefici- 


all to their children: euen ſo oughtthe 
parents of the countrie (whoſe bolow 
& obedience is confirmed vnto them 
by none other, but euen by the ſame 
commandement) not difdaine any la- 


| bour, trauell, or induſtrie which is ne- 
 ceſlarietobe imployed,for the wealth 


and preſeruation o their ſubicRs, But 
raed outof 
Gods lawc to be humble, neither are 
led with the meeke ſpiritof Chriſt, _y 

oy i Þ | with 
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with the proude ſpirit of Sathan will 
either thinke ſcorne to take paines for 
the (aferie of their inferiours,or elſe by 
violence oppreſfle them , and treade 
them vnder feete. As though tog0- 
uerne were nothing elſe but to com- 
maund , whereas clcane contrariwile, 
( as that noble Emperour Theodore 
laide) ro gouerne, is to take charge of 
'  thehcalth, wealth, and proſfperitie of 
'- other men, which charge is ſomuch 
the greater as they areinore in num- 
ber,which are ynder their government. 
And wheras euery man findeth inough 
to do to take care tor him ſelte, and his 
owne well being, we ſee how heauic is 
Y burthen of Princes,and them that be 


mauthoritic, which haue the charge, 


and are to prouidefor the fafctie of fo 
many, and that with ſuch condition, y 
ifany one do perilh through their neg 
ligence or mi{gouertiement, his bloud 


ſhall be required at their handes. That 


vice therefore by which they are made | 


vnapt and ynwilling to take ſo great 


a charge TY them, howe daunge- _ 


rous it is , Sathan was not ignoraunt, 


when 


72 
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when he tempted Dauid with pride, ag 
we may ecafily ſce. But all/the dangeris 
no 


tyel expreſſed. For whereas itis not 

offible, that any one perſon, though 
my wiſedome, care, and diligence be 
neuer ſo great, ſhould beare the whole 
burchen Fm (elſe of an greate g0- 
uernement or kingdome, all good go. 
uernours have thought it neceſlarie to 


| | vie the alfiſtaunce of wiſc and faith- 


full counſel : ſo that in matters of res 
ligion they would decree nothing 
without the aduice of them which are 
learned in the worde of GOD :and in 
matters of the common! wealth, they 
would attempt nothing], but by the 
counſel of them that are wiſe in polis 
tique affaires, thinking truely thatto 
be ſubic& to wiſedome, js to rule moſt 
honourably. But where pride preuay- 
leth with any Prince, hee will neither 

ue care to the meſſingers of Gody 
Pall ſpeake vnto him out of the law of 
GOD touching religion , nor followe 
the prudent aduice of |truſtie Coun- 
ſellours, which ſhall informe himit 


matters pertayning to the Common 


wealth: 
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wealth: by which 1t is not poſhble that 
either the one or the other can be well 
ordered and gouerned. Therfore grear 
1s the daunger both vnto the Church 
and to the Common wealth : where 
the Prince groweth to be infolent and 
opinatiue, that alwayes thinking-him 
ſelfe to ſee moit clearely in every mats 


ter, hee diſdaineth to be direed after 


any. counſell or advice that can be gi- 
ven by any man. And therefore Salo- 
mon laith, ſeelt thou one that is wiſe in 
his owne conceit, there is more hope 
 ofafoole,then of him : and this began 
Dauid , For when Sathan had tufted 
| his minde with a prond defire to know 
his forces, hee g1ueth no care to /oab, 
that with ſome reaſons ſought to dil- 


ſuade him from ſo vaine an enterpriſe; 
Thus preſumption cauſeth Princes to 


cain(t godly and pru- 
dent aduice of their Counſellours. 


| ſhut their eares ao 


 Andthat which is worſle, when pride 
E || hath ouercome the Princes heart, hee 


ſhall hardly finde any that will gue 


| Kiichfull and profitable counſell 


D.y. For 


to 4 Pot cuett in this example of 


730. 
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For when the Kinges humour is once 
perceiued, that he will heare no coun- 
ſell which is contrarie to his affection, 
 feweor none will aduenture to ſpeake 
the truth, which they knowe will pur. 
chaſe them ſelues diſpleaſure . So the 
King being not defended with faith. 
full and truſtie Counſcelours, lyerh o- 
pen to clawbacks and flatterers, which 
will deuour him whileſt hee is aliue 
worler then any wilde beaſtes , which 
pray onely vpon deade carcaſes . You 
ſcethe drift of Sathans malice, in pro- 
noking the Prince to pride, to leaue 
him bare of all ſuch neceſlarie helpes 
as he mayhaue rightly to diſcharge his 
office . But being deſtitute of all affi- 
ſtaunce vpon carth, is there any ayde 
- trowe you to bee looked for out of 
heauen?no verily:for by pride the king 
maketh him ſelfe yncapable of that, 
whereby all Princes in ſolemne title 
profeſle that they doe reigne, _ 
the grace of GOD , without whic 

as it is not poſſible for any Prince 
to gouerne well, ſo no Prince can be 
partaker thereof that is thrall to PR 


- mentoftheir realmes, and di 
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and enimie to humilitie. For God hath 
faide in expreſle wordes, that he reſi. 
ſeth the proude, and giueth grace to 
none bur fach as are humble of heart, 
howe then can they profper which 
haue God to their open enimie,which 
are voyd of all the grace of God, with- 
out which no King dare affirme, that 
he is able to gouerne well?whereforeit 
| were a good remembraunce for all 
_ and Princes, when ſo cuer they 
read or heare their ſtyle rehearſed,that 
they would be admoniſhed howe ne- 
ceſlary itis for them to be indued with 
humilitie, which if they be not, they 
may be well aſſured ncuer to partake 
| of Gods graces, to the good ;. me 

| iſcharge of 
their conſcience, whatſoeuer they pre- 

tend in their titles. Laſt ofall, the con- 
verſion from this peryod of pride and 
_ preſumption is ſo daungerous, noleſle 
for the ſtate of a Prince, then for the 
lafetic of euery other perſon, that the 

molt wiſe King Salomon , who well. 
confidered the Aro g,proceeding, 

and end of al things(which is Jerome 
W 
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'For when the Kinges humour is once 
perceiued, that he will heare no coun» 
ſell which is contrarie to his affection, 
fewe or none will aduenture to ſpeake 
the truth, which they knowe will pur. 
chaſe them ſelues diſpleaſure . So the 
King being not defended with faith. 
full and truſtie Counſelours, lyeth 0. 
pen to clawbacks and flatterers, which 
will deuour him whileſt hee is aliue 
worler then any wilde beaſtes , which 
pray onely ypon deade carcaſes . You 
ſee the drift of Sathans malice, in pro- 
noking the Prince to pride, to leave 
him bare of all ſuch neceſlarie helpes 
as he mayhaue rightly to diſcharge his 
office . But being deſtitute of all afſi- 
MNaunce vponearth, is there any ayde 
trowe you to bee looked for out of 
heauen?no verily:for by pride the king 
 maketh him ſelfe yncapable of that, 
whereby all Princes in ſolemne title 
profeſle thatthey doe reigne, guar 
thegraceof GOD , without which 
as it is not poſſible for any Prince ' 
to gouerne well, ſo no Prince canbe 


 partaker thereof that is thrall to pry 


and enimic tohumilitie. For God hath 
faide in expreſle wordes, that he reſi. 
ſeth the proude, and giueth grace to 
none but fach as are humble of heart, 
howe then can they proſper which 
haue God to their open enimie,which _ 
are voyd of all the grace of God, with- 
out which no King dare affirme, that 
he isable to gouerne well?whereforeit 
were a good remembraunce for all 
\  Kingsand Princes, when ſo cuerthey 
had or heare their ſtyle rehearſed, that 
they would be admoniſhed howe ne- 
 ceflary itis for them to be indued with 
humilitie, which if they be not, they 
may be well aſſured ncuer to partake + 
of Gods graces, to the good goucrne- 


ey - 
' mentoftheir realmes, and diſcharge of 


their conſcience, whatſoeuer they pre- 
tend in their ticles, Laſt ofall, the con- 
verſion from this peryod of pride and 
preſumprion is ſo daungerous, noleſle 
for the ſtate of a Prince, then for the 
. fafetic of euery other perſon, that the 
molt wiſe King Salomon , who well 
conſidered the beplaning proleeding! 
and end of al things(which is mrroung 
1 ol 
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of wiſedome ) doubteth notto affiee 
in the 16. ofhis Prouerbes , that pride 


: oocth beforedeſtruttion , and high 


O 


mind before y y fall . This when Sathan 
knewe by expcrience of his owne' fall 
and deſtru&tion, he tempted Dauid to 
pride, wherofnor only the jnconuenj. 


"ences before rehearſed might inſue,but 


alſo the finall ouerthrowe and confal- 

on of Dauid and his kingdome might 

follow, The Lorde whicl preſerued 
Dauid, that Sathans'malice had no full 


effes &in him,defendal C hriſtian Prin- 


cesfrom the like temptation, and giue 
them truce humbleneſle of heart, with 
all ſuch graces and giftes'of his holy 
ſpirite, \s Ire needfull to diſcharge lo 
high acallig . 

The thirde ind laſt part vrotile 


to intreate of, is the frailtie of man, 


which in this textis offered to be con- 
ſidered in two perſons of Firſt 1 in the 
perſon of Dauid : and ſecondly in the 
perlon. of Joab. Concerning Dan, 

I need not toſtand long in cſcouering 
his frailtie, not onely a at this time, but 
at other tirmes Alſo, asit is ſer foorthi th 
xt ; 


continuall & mi 


_ 
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the Scripture, Howe excellent a man 
hee was, and howe plenrifully indued 
with the graces and giftes of God, how 
noble a King, and howe godly a Pro- 
phet, I ſhall nor necde to deſcribe, hee 
is ſufficiently knowne vnto you : and 


| yerhe is not exem pted from the com- 


mon fragilitie of mcn . Hee is highly 


commended in the Scriptures , and 


his example alledged for a patterne of 


| all good Kings that followed him, and 
| yet you ſee his Chronicle is blotted 


with this, & two or three other offen- 
ces . Of whoſe fall we ought to make 


this profite to our ſelues, y therein we 


may ſce our owne weaknes,and when 


| we {ce our owne frailtic in an other 
mans faultes, we may be admoniſhed 
thereby topray vnto the Lord for the 
ohtie aſliſtaunce of his 


CT P- ; 
holy ſpirite, y ſeeing our weaknes is ſo 


great, we may alwayesfinde his grace, 
whoſe power is made perfect in infir- 


mitie to bee ſufficient for vs, ſo that al- 
though of frailtie weefall often, yer by 


grace wee may alwayes riſe againe , 


1o that wee neuer fall ayay . 


| Day,  Finat: 
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Finally, we haue need I ſay) in ref] 


eR& 

of our infirmitie, to pray for ſtrength 
earneſtly ofGod : for if Dauid being a 
man after Gods owne heart, did but 
trip, ſurely we are readie to fall downe 
right, & yet we lee y Dauid did not on. 


ly ſlide out of the way of humane ſlip. 
prinefle , but alſo did fall into ſome 
great and notorious offences . Dauid 
therefore was a Saint, but he was no 
Angell : it is an Angellike perfection: 
to doe the wil of God inal things. The 
Saintes vpon earth muſt pray forthe 
fame, and contend to come as neare it 
as they can, and by their imperfeQion | 
be inſtructed to humilirie,vnrill by the 
oracce of God in Ieſus Chriſt they be 
brought into the ſajne eſtate of perfec-. 
_ tionwith the Angels. Inthe perſon of 
Tcab we haue to conſider two thinges, | 
firſt the aduice which he giueth : and 
ſecondly. his execution of the Kinges 
commaundement, loab wasa man ahi 
ſtorie declareth, indued with great 
_ courage, and diuers other good quali- 
ties : & yet not ſimply to be commens. 
ded, for there were great faliltsin him. 


He 


” 


He was a man in who vertues & vices 
were almoſt equal,ſfucha one as Alcrbi- 
ades is diſcribed of y Greciis, & Maris 
of the Romanes.Burt his chiefeſt vertue 
' wasvaliancie & courage, yet in his eX- 
ample heis noted by the holy ghoſt in 
eiving counſel roDauid to be faint har- 
ted &cowardlik, For firſt y holy ghoſt 
| teſhfieth y he vtterly miſliked| this in- 
terpriſe of Dauid, and as a man wel ac- 
quaintedwith the affaires of y realme, 
 andknowing there was not 1uſt cauſe 
why the people ſhould be multred, he 
did eaſily coniecturey the kings com-. 
maundement proceaded of vaine prid 
and preſumption: & therefore hee had 
nogood will to execute it. In ſo much 
that it is ſhewed in the booke of Chro- 
mclesrhat he did performe the Kings 
precept negligently, for he not onely 
omitted to number the tribe of Lens 
for which he might haue ſome excule, 
becauſe they were addicted to the ſer- 
uice of religion, but alſo he left out the 
tribe of Benzzmm:.T he reaſs is alledged 
becauſe the kinges comandement ſer- 
med abhominable vnto him, and as he 


D.y, did 
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did abhorre and deteſt the kings com- 
mandement,fo he ſhewed. diverſe rea- 
ſos of tis miſliking: for afte r proteſta- 
tion of his goodwil & delirc of y king 
honour,in'y he wiſhed theLord might 
cal the people an hundreth time | 
as many as there were,y the king might 
not ſulpe& himas one that refuſed to 
take paines in his ſeruice,firlthe ſhew- 
th that there was no {i aſficient cauſe 
of this muſter, when hee ſaith, where: 
fore doth my lord the king deſire this 
thing : And againe hee faith are not 
they all the ſeruauntes of my Lord the 
king , For one cauſe of nymbriog the 
people was vſcd even of heathen p Prin- 
ces , that the ſubleCtes thereby ſhould 
proteſle their obedience, but at this 
time there was neither ſuſpition of war 
abrode, nor rebellion at home. More- 
oucthe didalſo infinuate that the kings 
tranſgreſſion would bey cauſe of Gods 
_ puniſhment to fall yppon the people, 
| where he faith, and why ſhouldethis 
be an offence or guiltines vnto Iſrael? 
| byyvfing theſe reaſons to diſwade the 
king from his cvill | purpoſe hee mght 
| ſecme 


| 


»"y Re 


ſeeme to ſome men, to haue diſchar- |. 
ged the dutic of a truſtie and faith- 
full conunſcllour. But the holy Ghoſte 


noteth him of great frailtie and fainte 
' harrednes, when he ſaith, neuertheles 


the kinges commaundement prevailed 


with /oab and with the capitaines of 


'thehoſte, Therett ſeeing the kings hu- 


mour held their peace 6 ſaid nothing 
onely /oab vieth fome ipeach to alter 


the kinges minde! but perceiving with. 


what affection the king was carried, he 


j 


thought it was not belt for him in po- 


licie to ſet himſelfe altogether againlt ._ 


O 


the kinges affeion, though hee bare 
the kinge 20d, will, and withed to 


| have him remoued from that vnpro- 


fitable attempt, yet hee durſt not ad- 
venture to incurre the kings diſplea- 
ſure by doing hisduetic throughly,and 
diſcouering y hidden wound which he 
thought was to ſore to abide any ſharp 
medicine, for in ſucha caſcas this hee 
thoght it was not beſt to be to earneſt 


& vehement a perſuader & fo follow- 


. ed Machianils philoſophie 2000,yeres 
and more before achianil was borne. 


His 
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' lamentation hce made for Abſalom 


His cowardnes in this caſe is ratherts 
be noted,for that at other times he had 


ſhewed great courage and valiantney 
_ andgiuen ſuch faithful aduiſe & coun. 


ſell,that his example is worthie to bee 
followed of all good counſellours.For 
in the 19.Chap, ofthis booke we read 


that when Dauid after the ſlaughter of 


Abſalom yeelded : ſo much to the na 


turall affeQtion of a father, in lamen- 
| tingfor the death of his ynnatural ſon, 


that he forgot the duetie of a king, whi 
che was to encourage and rewarde his 
good ſubicRtcs for their ſeruice,in ſ0- 
much that when y people heard what 


they were clean diſcouraged and came 


by itealth into the Citie, more liketo | 


men that had fled from the feelde, thi 


ſuch as had obtained ſo notable a vic- 


7? torie againſt the kings enimies. Aﬀone 
| as oab heard thereof hee came boldly 
” intothe kings preſence, and with great 


courage he did the duetie of a faithfull 
counſellour : for he tolde the Kinge of 
his fault plainely , and ſhewed him 
the daunger throughly, you haue dil- 

T4 court 
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couraged({airh he) the hearts, & made 
aſhamed the faces ofall your faithfull 
ſeruauntes which haue delivered your 
life;and the liues of your wiues, and of 
your ſonnes and daughters, and haue 
eſtabliſhed the kingdome this daye in 
your hand: yqu loue the that hate you. 
| &hate th that loue you. For you haue 
ſhewed this day that you make no ac- 
compte neither of your princes,nor of 
our people.For I perceiue if Abſalom 
lad liuved,and all wee had beene ſlaine 
this day,you woulde haue beene well 
new with it, But nowe I aduiſe you 
eaue your mourning and goe forth & 
ſpeake comfortably vnto the people, 
or elſe I \weare ynto you by the Lord, 
_ youwill vtterly alienate the minds of 
your ſubietes from you . So that you 
{hal not haue one man tarrie with you 
this night. And this affliction ſhall bee = 
greater then all the troubles and daun- 
gers you haue fuſteined euen fro your 
youth, Wherevpon Dauid aroſe, and 
went & encouraged his ſouldiers, ſo y 
kingdom was eſtabliſhed in his hands. 
you {c how roughly & A | 
| cat eo» il 
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dealtwith the kir ng inthart caſe, But at 
this time he is noted to haue dealt faint 
lie and timerouſly, Foralthough hee 
appoſed ſome realon againſt the kings 
vnlawtull defire,yet hee did 1 with a 
weake arme and lo of frailtic Rib of 
his duetie . Concerning the execution 
of the kinges commaundemente there 


is ſome controuerſhe. Whether loab 


ſhoulde haue obeyed the kinges pre- 
cept, when he knewe it proceeded fro 
an euill affection. ' The time will not 
ſerue me to diſcuſle the reaſos on both 
the fides : therfore I will ſpeake ot the 
caſe briefly and generally.Ifthe prince 
commaund any thing to be done whi: 
che of it ſelfe is vnlawefull and 
againſt the commandement of God; 


| that commandement of a any ſubiece 


i15not to be excuted, for we are ſoboid 
to obey earthly princes, that we difo- 


bey not the God of heauen & earth, & 
Gore loab ſhold haue ſuffered death 
rather then to haue obeyed Dauidsc6- 
maundement in betraying 8& murde- 
ring of Vries with y ſword of y Amo- 


nites which was a jaichful _—— & 
2 
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a valiant captaine,I ſay he ſhould have- 
ſuffered death rather then to have exe= 

\ cuted ſuch a commandement : becauſe 

j act was altogether vngodly & vn- 

favfull of his owne rature. Butin this 

{ calewhcrethe fat ofhis owne nature 

was indifierent and lawfull of it ſelfe, 

as to number the people:in ſome caſes 

is not onely lawtfull but allo neceſ- 

farie . If Toab had done his duetie 

throughly in admoniſhing the king of 
his corrupte affection and of the ven- | 
geance of G O Dlike to enlue if hee 
rows therein, and that when hee 
ad doneall that he could & ought to 
have done to diſlwade him, his aduice 

_ woulde take no place, butthe kinge: 
would ſtil vrge his commandement, 8c 

enforce Joabs obedicce, I {ce no cauſe, 

but y he might haue executed y kings 
comandemet:the concluſ19 of y whole 

marter,becauſc I ſce y time is paſt, & L 

would be loath to abuſe your honora- 

ble patience too long,in few wordes is 

| this. The iuſtice of God is ſet foorth 

| tothisende, that wee might bee af- 

trade by finne to prouoke his wrath, 

|| the 
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the malice of Sathan 1s deſcribed,tha 
we might be carcſull to beware of ix | 
_ andby faithto withſtande it,the frail. | 
tic of man is ſhewed, that ſeeing our 
weakeneſle wee might bee humbled 
thereby , and taught to ſceke for 
ſtrength only at the hands of G OP, 
whole grace through our Lorde leſus 
Chriſt {hall bee ſufficient for vs, To 
whome with the holy Ghoſt one 
eternall and eucrlaſting God, 
bee all honour and olory - 
wolde without end. 
Amen, : 


